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" If international troops could not be landed, at all
events Greek troops could be put on board the inter-
national fleet and landed at vulnerable points, as for
instance the Dardanelles. That would bring the Turks
to reason/'

Goschen, in his record of the interesting interview,
comments that this bold suggestion was apparently not
simply the inspiration of the moment. Bismarck returned
to it at their second interview, spoke of forty thousand
Greek soldiers being carried on foreign ships, and there
and then dictated a circular to the German ambassadors
abroad, giving them an abstract of the plan, with instruc-
tions to communicate it to the Governments to which
they were accredited.

Vastly delighted were British diplomatists to find the
great man so amenable to their policy. The Concert of
Europe was at last to have an authoritative conductor,
said Goschen; or, as Granville expressed it, the great
man was harnessed to the omnibus, with a premium upon
his pride to pull it up the hill.

In fact, Bismarck seemed ready to pull the omnibus
even higher up than the Foreign Office contemplated.
He proposed to give Greece as much continental territory
as had been settled at the Berlin Conference, and, as a
substitute for a portion of Epirus, also Crete. This was
a new departure in the spirit as well as in the letter of
the Berlin agreement. For the rectification of frontier
recommended by the Congress in 1878 was not so much
for the purpose of aggrandizing Greece as of providing
a satisfactory boundary between her and Turkey, and
thus avoiding friction that might lead to a European
conflagration.

But in the interval between these conversations at
Berlin and Goschen's arrival at Constantinople Bis-